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Conference title: Understanding youth and Christian youth work in civil society 

The Second International Conference on Confirmation and Christian Youth Work in Europe
Organizer: International Network for Research and Development of Confirmation and Christian Youth Work
Place: Oslo, Norway
Conference dates: 29-30 May 2012
Conference location: The conference will be held in KIFO, Centre for Church Research, located in Diakonhjemmet University College, Diakonveien 14 in the western part of Oslo (car park nearby, Frøen station 5 minutes walk, Oslo Airport 1 hour). 

Host: KIFO, Centre for Church Research 
Program:

Tuesday May 29th 
11.00-12.00


Registration / Lunch
12.00-12.15 

             Welcome/Pia Lane (Director KIFO, Centre for ChurchResearch)
12.15-13.15 


Opening session
Adolescents’ right to religion – or: Why does society need religious program for adolescents?

Professor Friedrich Schweitzer Department of Protestant Theology at Tübingen University
This lecture brings together two different perspectives—the perspective of the individual adolescents with their religious questions and needs on the one hand and of the needs of society and its institutions, including the churches, on the other hand. Most often, these perspectives are considered separately or even in competition with each other. Yet recent research on confirmation work in Europe suggests that approaches which make sense to young people and are attractive to them, may also turn out to be the most effective ways for motivating them for future commitment. From this point of view, good confirmation work contributes to civil society by introducing adolescents to voluntary work and by showing them possibilities for becoming involved with this kind of work themselves. Moreover, good confirmation work must always do both—present the meaning and importance of social responsibility but also create opportunities for active involvement and share processes of decision making with the adolescents. 

13:15-13:30

        
Coffee break

13.30.-14.30
Round table session 1: Confirmation and Christian Youth Work in Europe – Presentations by the Members of the Network
14.45.-16.05
Session 1A and 1B: Researching Confirmation and Christian Youth Work 

16.20.-17.40
Session 2A and 2B: Researching Confirmation and Christian Youth Work 

19.00-



Dinner in town

Wednesday May 30th    
9.00-10.00

          Plenary Session

Voluntary associations, religion and trust 

Researcher Dag Wollebæk Uni Research/ Institute for Social Research (ISF)
In the current literature, there are two main approaches to the study of how trust is generated: Robert Putnam's socialization hypothesis emphasizing the importance of face-to-face contact, primarily in voluntary associations, and, formulated in part in response to this, Bo Rothstein's institutional hypothesis emphasizing the importance of fair and efficient public sector institutions. I argue that a third position is both possible and necessary, in which voluntary associations are given a central role, not as socialization agents, but as institutions in society in which trust is embedded. This question is also linked to the frequently advanced hypothesis that religion and social capital are positively related (most recently in Putnam's book American Grace). Could this positive relationship be an artefact of civil society effects? Could the more prominent role played by religious organizations in American communities than in secular Nordic countries account for the failure to reproduce Putnam's positive findings in a Nordic setting?

10.00-10.15

          
Coffee Break

10.30-11.50
Session 3A and 3B: Researching Confirmation and Christian Youth Work, 
12.00-13.00


Lunch

13.00-14.00


Plenary Session

Confirmands' Learning Trajectories

Prof. Heid Leganger-Krogstad MF Norwegian School of Theology 

In pedagogical philosophy the understanding of learning is evolving and socio-cultural learning theory emphasis is on situated learning through mediation and participant practice. From this theoretical framework the LETRA study focus on learning as many facetted, mediated and distributed. The lecture will present some preliminary observations and reflections done on confirmands' learning trajectories in relation to the theoretical framework for the LETRA project at MF Norwegian School of Theology. Here focus is on confirmands' learning trajectories to and from church and school. It will be exploring the young peoples' practices, negotiations and knowledge creation as pupils of a theoretical multireligious school subject, called Religion, Ethics and Worldviews, in relation to practices, negotiations and knowledge creation as confirmands in a religious community setting.
14.00-14.15


Coffee break

14.15-16.35                
Session 3A and 3B: Researching Confirmation and Christian Youth Work

16.50-17.50
Round table session 2: The Future of the Network and Presentation of Research Projects
19.00-



Dinner in town
The sessions will be open to presentations of 25 minutes each followed by 15 minutes discussion. 

There will be no conference fee. 

All travel expenses and accommodation must be covered by participants and the members of the international network. There will be no cost for light lunches and dinners for the members of the international network. The attendants outside of the network have to pay for the meals. 
There will be opportunities to socialize informally over a meal (Tuesday and Wednesday evening) at a restaurant in Oslo or at other proper premises. 

We recommend the following hotels in Oslo: Thon Hotel Gyldenløve, Cochs Pensjonat. Their homepages are as follows: 
http://www.thonhotels.no/gyldenlove
http://www.cochspensjonat.no/
All enquiries concerning the programme, papers and other conference details should be sent to Ida Marie Høeg (ida.marie.hoeg(at)kifo.no). 
WELCOME!!

Please check the network’s home page for conference updates: www.confirmation-research.eu
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